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Criminology Is a “Family Affair” For New USF St. Petersburg Professor
St. Petersburg Fla - May 7, 2003
For Lisa Holland the decision to go into sociology and criminology seemed quite natural. “As an undergraduate, I was always interested in social issues and social injustices,” said Holland, who
joins the faculty of USF St. Petersburg’s College of Arts and Sciences as an assistant professor of criminology this fall.
“After taking my first criminology course I was hooked,” said Holland. One look at Holland’s family and you realize there is little wonder she chose a career in the criminal justice field. “My sister
and brother-in-law are criminology professors at the University of Nebraska and my father has been a police officer in Florida for more than 30 years,” said Holland. However, the trend doesn’t
stop there. In June, Holland will marry – bringing yet one more criminologist into the family.
Holland majored in criminal justice at the University of Nebraska in Omaha where she earned her bachelor’s degree. “After much debate, I decided on graduate school over law school,” she said.
She received both her master’s and Ph.D. in sociology from the University of Florida in Gainesville.
“My graduate studies focused on issues related to the death penalty, juvenile justice and theories of why people commit crime,” she said. Holland comes to USF St. Petersburg after garnering
experience teaching both undergraduate and graduate-level courses including criminological theory, white collar crime, and analysis of Latin American data.
“We are very fortunate to have Dr. Holland joining our Criminology Program,” said Gary Olson, interim associate vice president for Academic Affairs. “Her experience and expertise will add a new
dimension to that already fascinating and very popular program.”
“I am very excited about all the growth taking place at USF St. Petersburg,” said Holland. “ I am looking forward to helping shape the future of the university.
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